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[bookmark: _9ke18v5g90fm]Special Track: Question Answering and ChatBots
[bookmark: _cxoodeq6w80]Description
This year, JIST features a special track about “Question Answering and ChatBots“, which is an opportunity to bring together researchers and practitioners interested in chatbots and question answering to present their ideas and discuss the most important scientific and technical challenges of these emerging fields which both drive a large share of the current innovative products. 

Making sense of data is one of the core tasks within a data-driven world where the amount of data is increasing permanently w.r.t. the number of data items, categories, interlinks or properties in general.
Providing an interactive interface for deciphering the available information is the task of question answering as well as of chatbots. Although both research fields target similar challenges and successful system combine technologies from both fields (e.g., well established dialogue managers and answer ranking) a knowledge transfer between both communities seems to be expandable.
This special track provides a platform for both communities or research dedicated to at least one field, respectively. 
[bookmark: _1we1j5xwivbm]Topics of interest 
Topics of interest include but are not limited to:
· Natural language processing (NLP) for question analysis
· Information extraction, semantic role labeling, coreference resolution and content linking
· Interaction design
· Discourse analysis and dialogue management
· Handling incompleteness and uncertainty
· Recognition and resolution of spatial and temporal relationships
· Probabilistic inference
· Formal content representations
· Reasoning and matching strategies
· Answer visualizations 
· (Multimodal) human-computer interaction for question answering and chatbots
· Data collections and resources
· Natural language generation
· Question answering or chatbot applications 
· Demos, user studies and system evaluation
· Analysis and evaluation of usability and user experience
· Pragmatics of using or deploying chatbots and question answering systems in real-world scenarios 

The special track “Question Answering and ChatBots” at JIST 2018 welcomes the submission of papers on novel scientific research, innovations, ideas and/or experience reports relevant to the topics of this special track. Submissions must be original and must not have been submitted for publication elsewhere. This track has a single-blind review process (author names are visible to reviewers, reviewers stay anonymous by default but we encourage reviewers to sign their reviews). The submitted abstract and the topics are leveraged to find adequate reviewers for submitted papers. Please write an email to the program chairs, if you have any questions.
[bookmark: _60qvnzau2ifz]Important Dates
· Abstract submission: 23:59 (Hawaii Time), XX August, 2018 
· Full paper submission: 23:59 (Hawaii Time), XX August, 2018
· Notification of Acceptance: XX September, 2018 
· Camera-ready Deadline: XX September, 2018
· Conference: XX November, 2018
[bookmark: _s0gejny5j2u]Program Committee (Confirmed Members)
· Sören Auer, TIB Technische Informationsbibliothek & Leibniz Information Center for Science and Technology, Hannover (Germany)
· Andreas Both, DATEV eG (Germany)
· Dennis Diefenbach, Laboratoire Hubert Curien, University of Lyon, Lyon (France)
· Christoph Lange, Fraunhofer IAIS, Sankt Augustin (Germany)
· Jeff Pan, University of Aberdeen (UK)
· Kuldeep Singh, University of Bonn, Bonn (Germany)
· Maximilian Speicher, University of Michigan School of Information, Ann Arbour (USA)
[bookmark: _yeplg57ja36]Session Chair: Andreas Both (Short Bio)
Dr. Andreas Both is a computer scientist dedicated to applied research in an industrial context. He received a PhD in Computer Science for his research on component-based systems and service-oriented architectures at the University of Halle, Germany. At Web-driven companies he has worked for many years in leading research and development positions on different aspects of modern Web technologies. In particular, data-driven processes, data integration, information retrieval applications and web engineering topics are important topics. Currently, he is Head of Architecture, Web Technology and IT Research at DATEV eG a German company dedicated to business software ranking in the top 5 of German IT companies w.r.t. company size. He commits himself to advance in using the World Wide Web as knowledge base and developing the next generation of Web applications to open the capabilities of the WWW for both industry and users.
